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Lines in the Sand (1991) 


Lines in the Sand, a twelve-minute videotape examining biased media coverage of the Persian Gulf war, 
may prod some much-needed discussion about what really happened when the United States bombed Iraq. 
The tape is short and to the point - juxtaposing clean videogame clips from television news reports on the 
bombing runs with rare footage of real people who were on the receiving end in Baghdad. Ed Griffin-Nolan 
wrote and produced the show and shot the films of Baghdad himself. Griffin-Wirth Associates, a public 
interest media and development firm, has distributed copies of the tape to libraries, schools, and church 
groups around the country. To order a copy of the tape or the companion study guide call or write Griffin- 
Wirth Associates, 168 Parkway Drive, Syracuse, NY 13207, (615) 476-3396 
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the military built this support by directing media attention towards images of success and away from the grim 
realities of war military planners learned their lesson from Vietnam that modern wars are not wanted lost on 
battlefields but in front of television screens where attitudes and perceptions have bought and sold did it work 
Agent Orange was imposed an inevitable byproduct known as dioxin the most toxic small molecule made by 
man we were very shocked when in 1972 our youngest son Michael was born with even worse defects more 
missing fingers the same missing wrist bones and also missing the long bone in his left forearm and the wrist 
were turned under in this case too it is astonishing just the large proportion of citizens of this country who are 
content with what | regard as a very kind of thin gruel of information and understanding about the rest of the 
world who are content simply to kind of sit there now | think it's the fault is not only theirs | think the fault is 
also in the media and educational system which tends not to prompt people to see the United States as what 
it is part of the rest of the world a potpourri of news and special reports highlighted by two video works one 
on the Gulf War and the other end focusing on Vietnam veterans so we invite you to join us for an 
informative hour on alternative views 
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welcome to alternative views this is our 23rd potpourri of a variety of reports and special features of particular 
significance there's the video essay on the Gulf War lines in the sand by Edie Griffin Nolan but before we see 
that and other special features here are some news stories which we've gleaned from the alternative press 
the journal crosscurrents had an interesting article that indicated that over one-third of World Bank projects 
completed last year were judged failures by the bank's own staff which is a dramatic 150 percent rise in 
failures over the past ten years entitled effective implementation key to development impact and mark 
confidential the report reviewed about 1800 current Bank projects in 113 countries for which the Bank has 
lent 138 billion dollars the report documents a tremendous amount of failures in recent years and World Bank 
projects and most interestingly indicates why these projects have failed 
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indicates why these projects have failed some of the testimony indicates that the bank has ignored local 
input in favor of policy mandated from the Bank headquarters one of the critics indicated the bank staff takes 
a negotiating position not the consulting position they know what they want from the outset and they aren't 
even open to hearing what the country has to say well as another said that recipients of World Bank loans 
are psychologically pressured to either take it or leave it and then the country ends up with conditions that it 
has no way of honoring and a contract that cannot be implemented in other words it's suggested in the World 
Bank is a big bureaucratic institution that's imposing its projects from the top down that is putting a lot of 
unrealistic stipulations and qualifications on its loans it's making unreal lists demands on the country that is 
being loaned the money it's saying take it or leave it it's refusing to negotiate or to engage in a dialogue and 
then the project is not surprisingly a disaster because the bureaucrats are not aware or sensitive to the local 
conditions so this is an interesting expose one of the major organs of the world capitalist economic system 
also we have to ask the question why would World Bank and IMF lend money to so many failing projects 
they could be that they just don't even care whether the projects come to fruition or not if we look at the terms 
under which World Bank and also IMF a closely related institutions loans go under usually it has to do with 
opening up the company's borders to international capital liberalisation of economic policy in other words 
basically making all sorts of structural economic reforms within the country so doesn't really matter if the 
bank if the banks project fails or not because what happens is is it because the project was initiated the 
companies opened up to 
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initiated the companies opened up to international capital all sorts of foreign money can come in and buy up 
the country and usually if the project fails then the country has to sell off its natural resources cheap to just 
anyone who'll come and get them whatever multinational from the US or Europe or Japan comes along and 
that way it fuels the flow of international capital around the world in fact the big corporations are the ones that 
benefit from the largesse of these loans an example that's cited in this report of a failed project is the building 
of a dam in the rio san francisco area of brazil that resulted in the displacement of 40,000 people it's caused 
all kinds of environmental damage it's so far it hasn't even been finished because it's a possibly impossible 
project to build this dam in this area they was a flawed project but it's just reap tremendous havoc but the 
corporation's that got the contracts to build this have reaped big profits from this and it's just the people and 
the environment that are suffering from these projects | think you're absolutely right this is just a way of 
having capital flow through big corporations and affecting the economic policies of these countries to open 
them up for economic development resulting in a lot of failed projects as well as in this case a very 
ecologically damaging one and a humanely disastrous one usually the mainstream media portrays Israelis as 
the innocent victims of Palestinian terrorism while downplaying the fact that many more Palestinians die of 
violent death each year at the hand of the Israelis and the general state of oppression of the Palestinians live 
in one factor which has been virtually ignored in both the mainstream and even most of the leftist media is 
the presence of undercover military units that poses Arabs and then infiltrate Palestinian communities 
murdering resistors and a lot of innocent bystanders as well in last 
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innocent bystanders as well in last December's laws of our times the article israel's unreported death squads 
details how information has been suppressed about israeli death squad activity in the occupied territories 
organizations such as Amnesty International the Middle East watch al hawk which is a branch of the 
International Commission of Jurists and B'Tselem an Israeli human rights organization have all directly or 
indirectly confirmed the existence of death squads who killed 29 Palestinian zin the first nine months of 1992 
the lack of reporting on this issue can also be traced to the behavior Israeli authorities and complicity on the 
part of the editors stateside and in Europe journalists who attempted to report on death squad activities have 
been roughed up Heather a credential suspended and even had attempts on their lives made Steve 
Weisman for instance of the London's Financial Times was attacked by several men on a Jerusalem sleep 
Street and Paul Taylor who worked with Weisman on reporting these activities was it barely escaped a car 
bombing after they tried to publish a story in The Financial Times now the editors have also been known to 


kill these stories when they come out american media in particular has ignored events that would likely 
galvanize public sympathy for the palestinians us-based humanitarian organizations have released reports 
on youthful victims of death squads including a 14 year old boy Mohamad Jafra who was shot by Israeli 
soldiers wearing Arab dress after shooting him the soldiers refused to let ambulances into the village and he 
consequently bled to death after two hours the two Israelis who reported the shooting were also arrested and 
charged with interfering with the Israeli army you can imagine what would happen if honest reporting took 
place on these issues especially if they are accompanied by large front paid page pictures of a dead children 
and grieving relatives you hardly ever see that when it's an Arab family that's been bereaved on the other 
hand if it's an Israeli family you get all the sympathy press the sympathy reporting leaving out the context in 
which either these things 
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context in which either these things occurs | see the same thing happening on National Public Radio | don't 
watch all that much television as much as | like to it | have time but I do listen to Morning Edition and All 
Things Considered All Things Considered | noticed however they're such distorted reporting always comes 
from somebody from Jerusalem and it's always from the Israeli point of view | think Linda Gradstein is the 
person who's the reporter on from NPR and they always say all these Israelis were stabbed or killed by the 
Palestinians etc etc and they never give any background they say well why are the Palestinians angry they 
never say the fact that the settlers are there and they took over they kicked off the Palestinians off of their 
land off of they're out of their homes and they've taken over the land and that's what they're settling on and 
no wonder the Arabs are angry about it but you never see that you never hear that on National Public Radio 
when you look at the news one way that they frame it is by giving it a very subjective cast it's always taking 
the viewpoint of the Israelis never the viewpoint of the Palestinians which would be equally easily easily done 
and this is one way that they bias their apparently objective reporting by taking the viewpoint of one side or 
the other taking the viewpoint of American corporations taking the viewpoint of Israeli citizens taking the 
viewpoint of Europeans versus people in some other country you constantly bias the News creating creating 
an identification on the part of the American public with whatever you know international organs or other 
people's that the media wants us to believe in there is an interesting story in The Village Voice this week that 
indicates that the folks that are being implicated in the World Trade Center bombing in particular the mosque 
in New Jersey that's associated with this Egyptian Islamic fundamentalist all 
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this Egyptian Islamic fundamentalist all these folks were closely related to the CIA when they were fighting 
the Russians in Afghanistan the same groups were Islamic fundamentalists who were fighting with the 
Afghan rebels and being supported by the CIA this is why they were able to get into the u-s. in the first place 
and move around so easily because they had US government connections now they're being blamed for the 
bombing of the World Trade Center which is very suspicious also there's a general belief as yet 
undocumented in the Arab community in both the US and in Egypt that Mossad had a hand with these 
fundamentalists and helping them to bomb the World Trade Center they at the Israeli intelligence agency 
who of course would try to take these extremists and work with them and cultivate them to make all the more 
moderate elements the less violent elements in Arab society and Islamic Society looked bad already Israel 
has claimed that this bombing makes it clear that they were justified with their repressive policies towards 
Hamas and other alleged terrorist groups and I've been going through these computer bulletin boards and 
there has been quite a bit of discussion on this issue with many people advocating this theory and others poo 
buying it so it is an interesting speculation the socialist Labour Party's newspaper the people as a couple of 
articles or three or four and the column called hammer blows here's one of them the US Army position was 
turned down by army officials when he tried to get a conscientious objector status while treating wounded 
soldiers and civilians during the Persian Gulf War the army board said that doubted the doctor sincere 
because he didn't he said he didn't want to be part of the US killing machine over there the army said that 
they really doubted the doctors sincerity that he didn't want to kill things over 
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that he didn't want to kill things over there for the United States because and | quote as a doctor the major is 
involved in killing forms of life that can also be seen as having a path to live such as viral and bacterial logical 
entities so watch up the next time you swat a mosquito or a fly it may ruin your chances to be a 
conscientious objector and speaking of the Gulf War let's turn now to Ed Griffin Nolan's highly acclaimed 
video essay on the Gulf War lines in the sand a very moving and informative work which shows how the 
American people were so heavily propagandized by the government and the media so that the population as 
a whole would except to the Gulf War not just accept it but support it between August 1990 and January 
1991 the United States amassed five hundred and forty thousand troops 15 hundred airplanes six aircraft 
carrier groups thousands of tanks and tons of supplies in the Arabian desert in just 43 days of aerial 
bombardment and 100 hours of ground combat US and allied troops defeated Saddam Hussein's forces and 
drove the Iraqi army from Kuwait they also drove the ghosts of Vietnam from the American political 
landscape Vietnam along unpopular war 55,000 US troops 
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along unpopular war 55,000 US troops died the country split down the middle and scorned abroad when 
public support eroded the military and national security establishment blamed the media for losing the war in 
the wake of Vietnam they determined not to let it happen again but Vietnam had made war even wrapped in 
the language National Security harder to sell to the public in the 1980s when military spending accelerated 
and nuclear arms proliferated millions took to the streets in protest Ronald Reagan's attempt to fight a war by 
proxy in Central America met with stiff public resistance America remembered the pain of Vietnam and was 
not eager to see it repeated Vietnam had taught the press and the public to be skeptical and questioned 
official definitions of national security it took a war like the one against Iraq a war seen as relatively painless 
to change all that the Persian Gulf War was a kind of national therapy session forty-three days of televised 
Desert Storm replaced images of division death and defeat with images of military might patriotism an 
international acclaim didn't happen by accident from the launching of the very first sorties TV images were 
carefully controlled to manipulate public opinion and rally support for the war On January 15th the eve of war 
polls showed a nation evenly divided fifty 
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showed a nation evenly divided fifty percent said that we should go to war and fifty percent urged continuing 
economic sanctions against Iran when asked if going to war was worth risking one thousand US casualties 
nearly two thirds of us believed as did general Schwarzkopf that sanctions were preferable but by January 
20th after days the round-the-clock reports of high success rates of low casualties public support shot up to 
80% the military built this support by directing media attention towards images of success and away from the 
grim realities of war military planners learned their lesson from Vietnam that modern wars are not wanted lost 
on battlefields but in front of television screens where attitudes and perceptions are bought and sold in her 
work in the 1980s the Pentagon developed and rehearsed the repertoire of ways to fight wars in any number 
of circumstances rapid invasions like Panama and Grenada low-intensity wars in Central America nuclear 
war against the Soviet Union and others still to be announced they also spent billions learning to sell war to 
the public since Vietnam the military has been studying techniques for marketing its story by managing the 
timed release of positive images and information and limiting reporters access to combat situations and we 
are here because we believe in freedom our freedom and the freedom of others acknowledging the power of 
television to shape public perceptions an army trainer wrote in 1985 that quote 
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an army trainer wrote in 1985 that quote the material will of any country is significantly influenced by the 
images presented by the media we're not walking away until our mission is done until the invader is out of 
Kuwait and that may well be where you come in the Persian Gulf War was a proving ground not only for new 
military hardware but for new information control strategies Michael Deaver Ronald Reagan's principal media 


advisor called the Persian Gulf War such a propaganda success that a team of public relations experts could 
not have planned better on television this was a neat and clean and very quick war we're gonna walk through 
the country and liberate Kuwait that's laughing so | feel that America tuned in to watch the war live instead 
we were shown a new type of war carefully scripted by Pentagon image makers and presented as news we 
have air superiority we can go wherever we want whenever we want every time they send an airplane up to 
do something about it it gets shot down the television camera was the secret weapon in the u.s. Arsenal for 
Desert Storm unlike Vietnam where TV images of wars horror made their way home to us in the Persian Gulf 
the tube was solidly in government hands military PR experts selected drilled and rehearsed their briefers 
carefully for each appearance | wouldn't comment and what our capabilities are there as the president said 
we are prepared to defend ourselves press officers only allowed interviews with selected troops and hovered 
nearby throughout reports were censored before they reached us hometown reporters inclined to write 
human interest stories were flown for free to Saudi Arabia while journalists 
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free to Saudi Arabia while journalists critical of the war were left out of press booth networks turned endless 
hours of airtime over to Pentagon briefings and commentary by former government officials we never saw 
the people at the other end of the bombing runs due to Iraqi paranoia media cooperation and allied 
censorship we never had the chance to see people like this man Muhammad Collier a geology professor and 
father of five living in Baghdad you know the governmental speakers speaker from Washington said that the 
shifter was alliteration but we are about the animal because about 1600 people inside more 99 percent less 
immediate and most of them are girls and on February 13 in the middle of the night a pair of laser-guided 
bombs dropped from us f-117 stealth bombers a mile below in Baghdad a bomb shelter with 500 or more 
people inside exploded in flames Muhammad's wife and four daughters all sleeping inside were killed in the 
attack he and other residents of the neighborhood identified this as a civilian shelter the Pentagon warned us 
not to believe that these bodies were those of Iraqi civilians it was the only time during the war when 
America's 
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time during the war when America's conscience was challenged by what we saw on television even after the 
war when censorship by both sides was relaxed few stories depicting the human cost for the Iraqi people 
made it to the US reports continued to speak of this as a clean war even as doctors warned that 170,000 
children face death from disease and malnutrition due to bombed out electrical plants and other 
infrastructure targets former military officers at the Center for Defense Information have concluded that these 
targets were of little or no military relevance to the stated objective of evicting Iraqi forces from Kuwait the 
Pentagon still refuses to give estimates for the numbers of Iraqi civilians killed by the smart bombs that 
poured into Baghdad and other cities and the media does not press the issue the carpet bombing conducted 
against Iraqi positions went on completely out of camera range the smart bombs grabbed the headlines even 
though 93% of the bombs dropped consisted of simple indiscriminate explosives guided only by gravity when 
US pilots bombed columns of Iraqis retreating from Kuwait City in what one pilot called a turkey shoot the 
military buried the bodies in mass graves before reporters could visit the site what we saw on television was 
a deadly video game a dangerously sanitized bloodless version of warfare brought to you by Pentagon 
sources defense contractors quarantined reporters in the wake of the war many in the United States have 
been eagerly celebrating this military victory but victory at what price lines in the sand constantly showed us 
how the American people were propagandized by the Pentagon and the u.s. power structure what may seem 
strange is that American people continually believe the lies they are told by the government and by 
corporations year after year decade after decade why is this maybe we can find out next today on alternative 
views 
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find out next today on alternative views our guest is John downing professor of communications at the 
University of Texas John is author of the book radical media and editor of film and politics and the third world 
and question in the media John you're aware of written about mass media particularly the alternative media 
or radical media from all over the world and I'd like to ask you a question basically I've talked to we had a 
person on our program who was a part in parliament from New Zealand she was said she felt when she got 
into the United States she's all over the world when she comes to United States she feels like she's 
constantly being propagandized in the most clumsy way we did another interview with one of the world's 
finest documentary producers filmmakers from Syria and he was talking about the same fact even a police 
state like Syria he could watch documentaries on all kinds of subjects from all over the world on Syrian TV 
but not on American TV and it seems to me that Americans must be the most successfully propagandized 
people in the world well | don't know that there's a kind of international price for that is yet but coming coming 
here from elsewhere | think what strikes me is the extent to which the United States on one level seems like 
a gigantic island very inward looking somewhat self-satisfied one is perpetually being told it's the most 
democratic society in the world best media system in the world and the finest education system in the world 
and so on and all this sort of patriotic patting on the back even if it were true | don't think is appropriate and | 
don't I'm afraid | think it's true | | don't have some particular kind of hostility 
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have some particular kind of hostility towards the United States I've lived here for 12 years | intend to go on 
living here and I've learned and gained very much from being here but at the same time it is astonishing just 
the large proportion of citizens of this country who had content with what | regard as a very kind of thin gruel 
of information and understanding about the rest of the world who are content simply to kind of sit there now | 
think is the fault is not only theirs | think the fault is also in the media and educational system which tends not 
to prompt people to see the United States as what it is part of the rest of the world I think the fact that the US 
economy is now shrinking as a proportion of the world economy is actually gradually pushing Americans to 
recognize this fact which has always been a reality but it's a slow process and in the meantime it really is 
only sort of those people who go abroad not as tourists but actually to live overseas or who go maybe in the 
Peace Corps in some cases or whatever who actually take the trouble to ingest what they find somewhere 
else and and to look at their own nation with new eyes that | think are being the the seeds are some kind of 
anew 'el to this society otherwise we're just all going to be caught up in our kind of suburban complacency 
and slowly die of stagnation does it seem strange to you or is it consistent with my opinion about the 
Americans being so easily led around by the nose that people can be so satisfied with an obvious phony like 
Reagan a crook like Nixon somebody and get a high 
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crook like Nixon somebody and get a high approval ratings for the invasion of small country like Grenada and 
Panama aye well you've got to two or three different things going on there | think that a lot of people need to 
feel that the president they have elected is a good and worthy person at least until 0.4 years later where they 
have an opportunity to unseat that person but an until the sort of the LANAP period but until then a lot of 
people need to feel but the president is honest farsighted intelligent and good willed and so in some sense 
what they're what they're why they're responding to two regular Nixon in that way | think is a personal leader 
themselves playing into that is the fact that the media have always been much tougher on Democratic 
presidents than Republican presidents I'm not a member of the Democratic Party I'm certainly not member 
that the other one so I'm not putting out some party line but when | think of the kind of mistakes that Jimmy 
Carter made and the way the media treated him compared to the kind of stuff that Reagan did and the way 
the media didn't treat him the difference seems to me absolutely astonishing but there's there's very powerful 
reasons for that and that is Reagan was deregulating the media which is exactly what the media corporations 
wanted so that they could own many more affiliate stations so they could have mergers with big corporations 
so they could go wild in the bottom line and go for a profit by cutting back news documentaries other public 
service material that they previously had regulations on them for plus Reagan was given in big tax breaks 
and they were in the high-end comeback brackets that were Ben from those so Regan basically bought off 


the corporate media now | just wanted to sent a little bit about from this view that Americans are just let 
around by their nose Bush is an interesting example of this whereas the people stupidly went wild for the 
Gulf War and 
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stupidly went wild for the Gulf War and Bush had the highest approval rating in history and was able to live 
off that for about you know years so eventually it wore away and people eventually saw through Bush no 
thanks necessarily to the media but simply through their own reflections and their own coming to critical 
perceptions he got the lowest percentage of votes of any | think president in history when you count how 
many votes Perot got twenty percent of the electorate so | think you have a contradiction here and | think 
people really want alternative information when you give them alternative information they respond very 
positively to it so they're not just simply you know cows were out there chewing their cards or you know just 
robots that are being programmed by it's true you know but that's read but let me kind of throw in a further 
thought and that is something tying it to maybe we're getting too recent let me tying it to the Perot 
phenomenon it seems to me kind of a little sad that people when they want to protest the conduct of their 
government line up behind a somewhat quirky billionaire whose only critique of the situation is the 
government as though the corporations during the Reagan and Bush era had somehow had no responsibility 
for anything that was going on I've economically or politically or socially and it seems to me that that to allow 
themselves to say well you know the trouble is the the mats in Congress or the the the Congress bank or all 
those Congress people that clean out the government and then everything's in place | mean do we not have 
corporate leadership here does this leadership exercise no authority in this country does it dictate not nothing 
by way of policy | mean were they all asleep at at home like mr. Bush claim to be when any wherever 
anything was going on the Iran and Iran gates and conjugation 
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the Iran and Iran gates and conjugation sir and what what is going on here we're only one source of our 
problems can be targeted as as responsible for those problems it seems sad to me well this is a function of 
the corporate media that sometimes critiques the state particularly if they don't like the policies of the people 
that are in there and to play into a residual populism that is suspicious of governmental power that goes all 
the way back to the American Revolution but what they don't do the corporate media the mainstream media 
is to criticize themselves that is the big corporations that run the country and their own and control the 
corporate media so the people just don't have the information to see that it's big corporations that are 
controlling Reagan for instance he's just a pawn for corporate America that Bush is part of corporate America 
the first member of the ruling class literally since Roosevelt to be a major politician and himself to carry out 
policies shamelessly in the interest solely of the corporate class and not in the interest of anyone else this 
kind of criticism you just never see on the mainstream media because that would be a critique of the very 
center of wealth and power in the United States which is the corporate structure that owns and controls the 
media so | think that's part of the problem of information in this country and why we need alternative media 
that are free from the ownership and control of these big corporations so that people can see the extent to 
which corporate power and corporations are part of the serious problems we face in the US well that's what 
part of what see right mills called focusing of the American people on their attention on this noisy third or 
fourth layer of power in the United States Congress not a heck of a lot happens there a real substantive 
nature but you focus the 
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substantive nature but you focus the discontent and hate and attention on Congress don't talk about the 
power structure don't talk about the ruling class that's part of the propaganda thing of the American people | 
was talking about right here's a good example of how the power structure covers up its malevolence on 
February 9th the New York Times reported that George Bush may have pardoned Caspar Weinberger last 
Christmas Eve because he feared being called to the stand of the former defense secretary stood trial 


prosecutor Lawrence Walsh in what david johnson called a broad assault on mr. Bush released a previously 
undisclosed memo from December 18th in which the lame-duck president was warned that prosecutors plan 
to have both him and former President Reagan testify going further Walsh revealed a wealth of fresh insights 
that would quote would have exposed the administration's efforts to conceal the facts of the Iran arms sales 
while top Republicans assert that Walsh is trying to build a criminal case out of a policy dispute walsh 
counter asserts that Weinberger would have faced prosecution for serious crimes he continued saying in 
preventing this process from going forward President Bush did a grave disservice to the citizens of this 
country because contrary to the impression created by the false testimony that he gave earlier Weinberg was 
a knowing participant in the iran-contra affair the prosecutor also prosecutor also said that George Shultz if 
called to the stand would have expressed his concern that the White House had tried to rearrange the record 
to protect Reagan from the legal consequences of his involvement couldn't you see that Reagan in jail 
excellent call by George Bush George Bush could go to jail for what he did this government cover-up had 
implications far more reaching than this however even congressional committees first thought materials on 
her own country in 1987 and 
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materials on her own country in 1987 and had the illegal actions of the Reagan Bush administration come to 
light then Bush could be in jail now and it's also highly unlikely that Bush would have been elected president 
when it came out to the American public that he had lied vociferous Lee and we have Lee Hamilton and a 
group of Democrats that help cover up the iran-contra scandal in the first place to thank for that this namely 
Hamilton was involved in a cover-up of the October Surprise recently where he published an op-ed piece in 
The New York Times just to find a committee that he was in charge of there was supposed to investigate 
whether the charges had any basis and he claimed they didn't and the whole thing should be dismissed so 
the Democrats were also implicated in this cover-up of iran-contra in April 2nd in an article entitled drug 
companies Warren administration against vaccine programs Philip hilts of the New York Times reports that 
up fearing a prospect of lower drug prices drug companies executives said today that they might slower 
actually stop the development of new vaccines if the Clinton administration moves ahead with a plan to 
vaccinate all American children by the age of two now dr. Howard Pearson a president of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics said that the administration's plan was crucial to the health of American children right 
now quite a few children go without immunization there are diseases like whooping cough and measles 
which he said should be in the history books but aren't and it seems like this is one good thing that the 
Clinton administration could do that the Bush administration wouldn't do which is to bring along a 
comprehensive vaccination program in which the government would spend 1 point 1 billion dollars in buy 
vaccines for virtually every child in America and make sure that that those vaccines then get distributed free 
of charge to clinics schools even private doctors to make sure that every child gets vaccinated there would 
also be a associated program to seek out children in poor areas who might not get 
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in poor areas who might not get vaccinated and that way we could eliminate quite a few of these debilitating 
diseases but the drug companies and you know they're they're really poor these days rising profits of the 80s 
have hurt them severely the fact that their profit margin goes several times the head of that of inflation is 
obviously causing a lot of devastation they are saying that well know if if we can't if we can't guarantee 
certain profits then it's just not worthwhile for us to develop these vaccines despite the fact that this program 
will save hundreds thousands maybe even millions of lives and improve the quality of life of many people 
they just can't do it all of the times doesn't say this you can see it it's just blackmail Ally there's a parallel to 
this that occurred during World War two when the lot of the major US corporations were continuing to do 
business and help the Axis powers that we were fighting all the time that making a lot of money and selling to 
both sides and actually producing airplanes and communications equipment and motorized trucks and all for 
the Axis powers when we were fighting him well with the oil companies were also doing business with the 
Axis powers as well as selling to the United States but they were selling oil cheaper to Japan it turned out 
than they were the US Navy they were also refueling went to the extent of refueling the German u-boats at 


sea while there was thinking Allied shipping well although the United States and FDR knew about this they 
didn't do anything about it but it finally got so bad the FDR called the oil company executives and said hey 
you got to stop selling these guys we're fighting them and they told FDR hey we don't have to sell you our oil 
so nothing happened to them sounds like this with the 
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them sounds like this with the pharmaceutical company yeah we previously had the video essay on the Gulf 
War lines in the sand now let's turn to the Vietnam War and see a short documentary about the tragic 
consequences of Agent Orange on one family and what they were trying to do to fight government neglect of 
the situation an estimated 11 million gallons of Agent Orange was spread over Vietnam which is a country 
geographically comparable to the state of Georgia and how what did you come into contact with well 
personally | was exposed by direct spraying we also filled our canteens from local streams bomb creditors 
rice paddies wherever we could get it and much of this water was contaminated with Agent Orange also 
through eating local fruits and vegetables and farm animals livestock chickens and pears and stuff I've read 
where adoption is just absolutely the most horrible thing ever invented by man as far as being deadly for a 
long period of time National Geographic had said it's that it is the most deadly chemical molecule man has 
ever made but it's very toxic three ounces wipe out New York City if it were placed in their drinking water 100 
thousand to a million times more potent than thalidomide in causing birth defects among children people 
exposed to it that's dioxin we know the awful widespread tragedy of the Lydda mine the reason that this 
deputy director with the FDA felt it was that bad is that the lead amide is tragic as it was was a one 
generation thing dioxin changes the chromosomes so it's an ongoing problem 
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chromosomes so it's an ongoing problem the children born with birth defects because of dioxin their children 
and their children's children will carry this forward until and unless genetic engineering were to become that 
too but you know that helpful so it is in that way a million times worse so there's tremendous danger to the 
gene pool of mankind you take two and a half million veterans if they are able to have children if the 
condition has not cause sterility among the vets which it does and their their children would have birth 
defects and then when their children marry that would double and it could get out of hand real quick could 
get out of hand exceptionally quick and it's not just Vietnam veterans that have the danger to 45t and to 4d 
the other chemical or both under scrutiny they've both been banned by the US Forestry Service because of 
numerous occasions of miscarriages and spontaneous abortions by pregnant mothers in areas close to 
forests where they were spraying for weed control weed in brush control well let's take a look at that film that 
we were telling you about it was made by Celeste of Israel and it tells about tells your story tell us it was 
harmless than it by spraying the stuff that leaves above the trees 
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approximately eleven point three million gallons of the stuff was sprayed in South Vietnam from fixed wing 
aircraft Agent Orange was composed an inevitable byproduct known as dioxin the most toxic small molecule 
made by man since returning from Vietnam it's caused a lot of health problems for myself strange fatigue 
neurological problems respiratory distress | constantly keep colds and flu-like illnesses just went on for 
several years after | came back from Vietnam and to many many different doctors and in 1971 our first child 
was born and had multiple birth defects including missing fingers on his hands and missing bones in his 
wrists and his wrists were turned inward back touching his forearm my life and | thought this was probably 
just one of those things that happens one in a million times so we were very shocked when in 1972 our 
youngest son Michael was born with even worse defects more missing fingers the same missing wrist bones 
and also missing the long bone in his left forearm and the wrist were turned under in this case too we still 
didn't make the connection between all these health problems and Agent Orange because we've never 
heard really of the problems associated with Agent Orange after intensive research at science libraries and 


looking through medical journals and scientific journals and genetic journals my wife and | decided to set up 
a little Information Center in our home and we're distributing copies of different medical scientific journal 
reports on the 
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scientific journal reports on the dangers of exposure to Agent Orange and dioxin we were getting calls from 
men 29 30 years old with four or five different kinds of cancer all through their body and after years of 
frustration and having doors shut in our face everywhere we turned we decided to set up a nonprofit 
organization and we called it the Brotherhood of Vietnam veterans in that college that basically was what we 
wanted it to be a true Brotherhood where veterans no matter how bad off they were could somehow find that 
within themselves to help other veterans at least if nothing else by listening to their problems and a sharing 
understanding is only they could having experienced exactly the same thing and where we're at right now is 
trying to overturn the ignorance and apathy of the government the VA and American people in general and to 
bring this problem out into the open because we feel with the amount of evidence was compiled in this short 
period of time where it made public to the American people they could not help but sympathize with the 
problem and see that the problem is corrected immediately it was during this period of time that we were 
contacted by Brenna Plummer who husband had died from cancer cost from exposure by Agent Orange four 
years ago my husband Paul died of cancer that was all over his body with a letter that | received from his 
private physician | went to the VA installed the Agent Orange claim | was denied and told that | needed 
clinical proof | started watching my children's health we had one of our daughters taken 
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health we had one of our daughters taken to MD Anderson where a tumor from her upper lip was surgically 
removed it's now suspected that she has a tumor inside the spinal cord her twin is emotionally disturbed and 
has a severe learning disability the two younger children both have a lump on their lower left rib that doctors 
cannot diagnose things it they can see it they know it's there it but it won't show up on an x-ray and it hurts 
and the youngest one has some form of an eye disease that requires her to wear glasses constantly and with 
the information that Danny and Dollar had we have that clinical pride and yet the VI still denies it our real 
need is to get all this information together and our only real hope or any result is going to be through public 
exposure and awareness | actually guess | have a lot to be thankful for in a lot of ways even though my 
children are severely handicapped they both were blessed with good minds and otherwise healthy proper 
bodies other than the problem with their hands and they are luckily able now to play in soccer where 
ironically it's against the rules to use your hands we think it's pretty bad that men can go and fight for their 
country and then at the same time being poisoned by their country and then when they seek medical help 
through the channels supposedly set up specifically to handle veterans problems they are lied to laughed at 
cheated on and generally just ignored we 
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cheated on and generally just ignored we think that a lot of our future lies with of America today and their 
intelligence and their open-mindedness should be able to solve any problem that should come up Air Force 
has actually dumped tons of it in the ocean to get rid of it they've dumped it they what we know of the the 
major disposal they had a special ship the Vulcan and it was taken into the South Pacific and all of the Agent 
Orange stockpiles were burned in this special incinerator ship all the people working around it wore special 
suits that included life-support systems so that they wouldn't breathe any of the fumes because for one thing 
when you incinerate the oxen or Agent Orange it makes as much as a hundred times more dioxin that one 
than was originally in it oh my god we don't know that even by incinerating it the dioxin was destroyed it may 
have simply been changed into a gas and released into the atmosphere we they don't know but anyway the 
suits and everything that were used aboard the ship were then incinerated after and then the VA and the 


government Department of Defense everyone turns around and tells us the Vietnam veteran the stuff is 
harmless if it's harmless why all the precautions in disposal why didn't sow America not one our stockpiles 
when we attempted to sell it to them even though we promised to clean up the amount of dioxin in it why are 
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up the amount of dioxin in it why are other Vietnam vets Australian there's 1500 Australian Vietnam vets that 
have United in complaining of the same exact physical and psychological problems of the American Vietnam 
vets there's over 4,000 South Korean soldiers that were in South Vietnam service they're having the same 
type of symptoms so it's not strictly something that occurred to Americans and that's not even considering 
the millions of people in Southeast Asia that are still over there and still having to live in contaminated 
countryside and drink contaminated water and eat contaminated food and that's alternative views for this 
time we have a lot of people to thank for making our program possible Brian Lynch Eric Ewbank Kevin L 
West Roslyn peacock Katherine gala Tara as well as sue Kim Roger Newsome blat Mario Lopez and Joelle 
May we're particularly appreciative of ed Griffin Nolen for letting us use his video essay on the Gulf War lines 
in the sand beat worth was very helpful and facilitating this if you're interested in getting more information 
about lines in the sand right - Griffin worth associates one six eight Parkway Drive Syracuse New York one 
three two zero seven and the phone number is area code three one five four seven six three three nine six 
that's Griffin worth associates 168 Parkway Drive Syracuse New York one three two zero letters from around 
the country and yours as welcome also goodbye 
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